
Vicars Chat 

2 February 2020 

It’s good to go on holidays and it’s good to come back, particularly if you feel 

CALLED. 

I think we have a lot to look forward to.  

Thank you to the Locums, Graham Hodgkinson, Hilary Singleton and Sue 

Woodcock. 

I’ve just about finished my AGM report. Have you?  

I want to thank Ros for all her faithful work over many years. You have been a 

real agent of God and an enabler of mission. Thank you. Today we are having a 

lunch at the Kingy Bowlo at 1 pm for a farewell lunch. You are all welcome but 

if you have not reserved a spot then you’d better contact MARG Dephoff right 

now (0437 400429).   

Gundi Newland has started in the office and has well and truly got her Trainers 

on.  

This week I’ll attend Bishop In Council and a clergy conference.  

Lent: Ash Wednesday is 26 February and worship will be at 10 am and 7 pm in 

Kingscliff.  

Our Lent study will be a bit different this year. Our contemplation will be 

assisted by the film series “The Bible Tells Me So” by Peter Enns. We will be 

using a DVD and a study guide. The parish office will print of the DVD’s and the 

discussion guide ($10 per DVD and discussion guide).  

“What if the Bible is fine just the way it is? Not a well behaved Bible, 

where everything lines up and makes sense, but the messy, troubling, 

and weird Bible we actually have? What if the Bible doesn’t need to be 

protected and defended, but understood–just as it is? What if the real 

problem isn’t the Bible but the false expectations we sometimes bring to 

it? Perhaps, when we let the Bible be the Bible rather than what we 

expect it ought to be – or need it to be – we will find a deeper faith in the 



process. We hope these films with biblical scholar Peter Enns around the 

chapters in his book, The Bible Tells Me So will stir your imagination, 

deepen your trust in God, and that the Bible comes alive in new ways for 

you and your community”.  

I don’t expect you to agree with everything that Peter says, that wold be 

sycophantic and cultish. I do hope you will engage with the text of the bible in 

a thoughtful and prayerful way. The purpose and the goal of the Christian life is 

to have a relationship with The Way, The Truth and The Life that the bible 

points to. It’s my prayer that this series will be a catalysis for that movement 

and relationship.  

We will convene various groups throughout the parish. If you would like to 

host and or facilitate a group please let me know. I’ll convene a day and an 

evening group. If your group does not have access to a DVD please chat to me. 

Also, there are probably some people who would like to use the material 

without engaging in group. More info will follow next week.  

Please pray about who you could invite to the group. I’d be surprise if there 

were not people in your friendship circle that would be interested.  

Mission and Ministry Project: On Monday The Team will be meeting with the 

architect to discuss, the Development Options Study and the implications of 

the proposed changes to the Tweed Councils Local Environment Plan. Please 

pray for Ann, Marg, Terry, and myself. In due course we will write a report and 

convene meetings as various decision points. I expect there will be a discussion 

at the AGM.  

My work pattern this year will be Sunday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 

Somehow I’ll make it work.  

Youth Ministry: The Team has met and we are planning our first meeting for 

teenagers. It will probably be in March. Please pray for how we nurture the 

faith of teenagers.  

Fr. Greg 
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